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UNIVERSITY OF THE AZORES
Academic Syllabus 2026
1. Course Name

· EN: The Living Archive of Place: History, Sustainability, and Art
· place as a living archive: history, sustainability and art.

2. Working hours / ECTS

	Contact hours
	Total working hours​
	ECTS
	US Credits

	Theoretical
Theoretical and practical
Laboratory
Seminar
Fieldwork​
Internship
Guidelines tutorials
	10
7
7
7
14
0
0
	

145 (USA equivalent 45)




	

6




	

3




3. Teachers responsible for the course

Professor Emanuela Meidav / University of Massachusetts at Amherst 
Email: emeidav@umass.edu

Doctor Eduardo José da Silva Tomé Marques
e-mail: eduardo.js.marques @uac.pt

Support administrative :
Laudalina Rosa Ponte Medeiros Estereiro , Senior Library Technician, American Corners
Email: laudalina.rp.esteireiro@uac.pt

4. Course description and context​ 
a) Context / rationale :
Islands occupy a critical position in contemporary debates on sustainability, climate change, and environmental justice. Their ecological vulnerability, combined with long histories of migration, relative autonomy, and social experimentation, makes them privileged contexts for observing processes of resilience, adaptation, and cultural innovation. The Azores archipelago, located on the Mid-Atlantic Ridge and marked by active volcanic geology, constitutes a living laboratory where ecology, economy, memory, community practices, and cultural production intersect.
This course proposes one approach academic interdisciplinary what articula Studies encompass sustainability , performing arts, community-based artistic practices, and place-based research methodologies. It is based on the principle that ecological and social knowledge is not only technical or scientific, but also narrative, sensory, and embodied. Listening to stories from the place implies recognizing local knowledge, intergenerational memories , and everyday practices as legitimate forms of knowledge production.
b) Description course summary​
The Place as a Living Archive: History, Sustainability, and Art. Listening to Stories from the Place is a four-part course . The program lasts for weeks and combines fieldwork, theoretical seminars, practical workshops, and collaborative creative processes. Students explore the island of São Miguel through guided walks, visits to ecological infrastructure, and meetings with local stakeholders (artists, farmers, designers, researchers, and community organizations).
Drawing on methodologies from performance art, creative writing, ethnography, and narrative journalism, participants develop projects that result in public interventions, performances, exhibitions, or publications. The course emphasizes practices of active listening, environmental observation, and ethical engagement with local communities, promoting an understanding... situated within sustainability .

5. Calendar expected 

Week 1:
- General presentation of the course and the class. Meeting with partners from the University of the Azores, Bio Kairos and Vaga;
- Seminars on the ecology and socioeconomics of the Azores related to: agriculture, overtourism, social inclusion, Portuguese design culture, community-based collaborative research;
- Creative island explorations/mapping;
- Critical reflection and weekly field diary.
 
Week 2:
- Workshop at the University of the Azores on minerals, biofibers + invasive plant materials;
Seminars on theatrical, journalistic, and anthropological methods;
Workshops on theatre/ creative writing ;
Island explorations / creative island mapping;
Critical reflection and weekly field diary in the Arts Archipelago Center .
 
Week 3:
- Creative Presentation Workshop – a participatory assembly of cultural actors.
- Workshops on theatre/writing;
Forest bathing mind ;
Island explorations / creative island mapping;
- Critical reflection and weekly field diary.
 
Week 4:
- Presentation/performance workshop – refining presentations/interventions on sustainability.
- Collaborative dialogues with partners ( Kairos /Vaga/community),
- Final exhibition at Vaga with community members, Kairos , and Portuguese guests.

[bookmark: _Hlk220244167]6. Teaching Methodology
The course sits in a pedagogy experiential and collaborative , combining :
Seminars​ theorists In-person ; – Workshops writing practices , performance and materials biological ; 
– Guided fieldwork ( walks , visits , interviews ) ;
– Critical processes​ collective and supervision professional ;
– Development of a final project in coordination with partners local .
The "walkthrough" methodology or walk Interpretation is central to course , being understood as practice aesthetic , ethnographic and ecological what allows one reading located in the territory through the body in movement .
CLASSES AND SEMINARS
1.1 Introduction to the Azorean Ecosystem: overview and history
1.2 Introduction to Sustainability: an overview of the environmental, social, economic, and cultural issues faced in the Azores archipelago; historical context and development.
1.3 Journalistic/Anthropological/Theatrical Principles: Definition and meaning; Key concepts and strategies.
1.4 Creative territory mapping methodologies: from experience to science.
1.5 Presentation Methods: Cultural and artistic property; Workshop methods and standards.
1.6: Introduction to cultural networks for sustainable intervention and agroecological infrastructures.
1.7 Principles of Public Interaction: Definition and importance; Key strategies and frameworks
1.8 Innovations in Sustainability: Emerging technologies and case studies; Challenges and opportunities.

7. Evaluation

The assessment is continuous and formative, focusing on:
– Active participation and critical involvement in activities (30%);
– Intermediate work and field records (diaries, notes, sketches) (25%);
– Interim project presentation (10%);
– Final project (performance, intervention, exhibition or publication), including critical self-evaluation (35%).

Evaluation criteria :​
Punctuality, participation, good faith effort, progress, clear professional consistency, and involvement in the final project are the hallmarks of this course. Summative assessments (final performance, public action) will be evaluated based on effort, consistency, and professionalism. Formative assessments (e.g., daily logs, workshop participation, timely field research presentations) will be evaluated based on punctuality and involvement, as they offer students different learning opportunities and ways to apply, practice, and demonstrate what they have learned in the course.

8. Demonstration of the coherence between teaching methodologies and learning outcomes .

At the end of the course unit , the students They should be able to:
- To understand you main concepts and challenges of sustainability in contexts islands ; 
- To analyze Critically examine the relationships between ecology , culture , economy , and territory ;
Apply​ methodologies qualitative research​ Based on location ( observation , interview , interpretive walkthrough , photovoice, maps) affective , etc );
– Integrate practices artistic and performative as tools for investigation and mediation cultural; 
– Develop and present a project A public with social, cultural, and environmental relevance ; – To reflect critically about your​ positioning ethical while researchers and creators .
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