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What do we talk about when we talk about conservatism? A disposition?
An ideology? A set of principles and values substantially constant over
the course of time, regardless of the historical circumstances that explain
the emergence of conservatism as an ideology? The objective of the
course is to try to answer some of these questions, taking as the starting
point some reference authors within the British, French and North
American conservative traditions.

1. Conservatism as a disposition and conservatism as an ideology

2. On British conservatism

2.1.
2.2.
2.3.

2.4.
2.5.

Edmund Burke, Reflections on the Revolution in France (1790)
Benjamin Disraeli, Sybyl, or The Two Nations (1845)

Winston Churchill, “Speech on Rebuilding the House of
Commons™ (1943)

Michael Oakeshott, “Rationalism in Politics™ (1947)

Roger Scruton, The Uses of Pessimism and the Dangers of
False Hope (2010)

3. On French conservatism

3.1.
3.2.

Joseph de Maistre, Considerdtions sur la France (1797)

Francois-René de Chateaubriand, Génie du christianisme
(1802)



3.3. Tocqueville, Alexis de, De la déemocratie en Amérigue (1835)
e L'Ancien Régime et la Révolution (1856)

3.4. Maurice Barres, Les Déracinés (1897)

3.5. Raymond Aron, L 'Opium des intellectuels (1957)

4. On American conservatism

4.1. James Madison, “Federalist No. 10” (1787) e “Federalist No.
517, The Federalist Papers (1788)

4.2. Rufus Choate, “The Position and Functions of the American
Bar, as an Element of Conservatism in the State” (1845)

4.3. TIrving Kristol, Neoconservatism: The Autobiography of an Idea
(1995)

4.4. John Kekes, A4 Case for Conservatism (1998)

5. Conservatism and its critics
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GRADING:

Written test — 50%

Take-home exam (2000 words max.) — 50%



